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THE RISING STAR
Editor’s Note
April has been a month of favour, as we have
prepared for the event planned in May. Our email
campaign has drawn the attention and interest of
many. More than 50 non-profit organizations have
confirmed their participation, with some coming
even from the Northern States to contribute. Our
work at Kuramo beach continues, and the need
for more volunteers even more evident. We
continue to meet more children who need support
to finish their education and start a new life.

WE NEED YOU!
EMAIL: CCCINITIATIVE@GMAIL.COM
OR CALL US ON 08058711125

Collaborate For Change
The Street Child Awareness Seminar, or SCAS,
is set to take place at Guiding Light Assembly,
th
Parkview Estate, Ikoyi, on Tuesday, 10 May.
The vision to collaborate for change was given to
Ms Ufuoma Emerhor, while conversing with a
colleague, Ms Tosin Jegede, on the diverse new
initiatives that are starting up to support children,
street or otherwise, in Nigeria. Powered by the
Nigeria Network of NGOs, through Mr Oyebisi
Babatunde Oluseyi, the idea for the event took
shape and resonated with the hearts of many.
The objectives for the event are threefold:
To identify and build synergy with similar
organisations working with street and abandoned
children; To share experiences, challenges,
strategies and ideas and agree best practices
and; To engage constructively, prioritize the
issues and adopt a more holistic response
We are honoured to have Ms Yemisi RansomeKuti, a powerful agent of political and social
change, chair the event. Mr Taiwo Akinlami, a
renowned barrister and child advocate, is our
exceptional facilitator. Invitations have been
extended to UNICEF, and other notable
organisations and foundations, as well as
governmental institutions and departments that
are tasked with resolving the phenomenon of the
street child. Please visit our website
(www.fairlifeafrica.org) to view the event brochure.

Call For Volunteers
Fair Life Africa Foundation needs
volunteers to assist with SCAS, in order for us
to achieve the day’s objectives. Volunteers
will help as ushers, rapporteurs and
registration personnel on the day. If you can
spare a full working day to help the cause, we
would love to hear from you. A pre-event
planning meeting will take place at Guiding
th
Light Assembly, Saturday 30 April at 4pm
prompt. We welcome all with an interest to
come and be involved.
Breakfast and Talk meetings took place on
Sunday afternoons instead of Saturday
mornings over April, due to the elections. We
are back attending at the usual time of 1012pm on Saturdays. We need volunteers
who are committed to the vision, motivated to
persist despite the occasional impediment
and available to attend regularly. The
children need the consistency of dependable
adult figures, so that is important to us.
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Learning Through Networking
Earlier in the month, we were contacted by the
founder of St Stephen’s Charity Foundation,
Madame Rose Nwachukwu. The foundation
supports motherless babies and destitute young
men and women. We were encouraged to visit
with them and saw that they are coping with little
resources, and we were likewise inspired.

They can still smile, because hope remains.
Read our Breakfast and Talk Diary by joining us
on Facebook – www.facebook.com/FairLifeAfrica

Fair Life Africa also paid a visit to RCCG’s
Habitation of Hope and, their sister institution,
Wholistic. Both are rehabilitation homes for
street boys and ex-sex workers, respectively.
Madame Grace Balogun, the mother at
Habitation of Hope, received us warmly, and
gave some insightful advice and direction. We
also joined with RCCG King’s Court in their
rd
Kuramo Beach Outreach on the 23 of April, as
they provided food, clothes and medical
assistance to residents at the beach.
Through the Nigeria Network of NGOs and
SCAS, we learnt about the Child to Child
Network, run by Mrs Ngozi Okoro and the
work that they are also doing in Kuramo. We
accepted her invitation to attend the Child
Protection Network (CPN) meeting, an
initiative of UNICEF, to share about SCAS. We
were well received, and even more blessed by
the gathering of like-minded professionals.

Laying The Foundation

The boys congregate at our weekly Breakfast
and Talk Meetings
OUR OBJECTIVES
To enrich the lives of the most impoverished in society;
To support and empower the most vulnerable members
of society, enabling them to live a fair life; To effect
positive changes in their lives through social initiatives
and programs

The rains have started, but renovation work
remains pending, while funds are sourced, plans
are finalised and obstacles removed. The
children remind us every time we visit that they
are waiting to be relocated from the beach.
They are tired and weary, and it seems the day
will never come. But we are not discouraged.
We will surely lay the foundation right, and
support as many as we can off the streets,
setting them on a steady course for their future.

F AIR LIFE AFRI C A FOUND ATION

APRIL 29

TH

2011

VOL 1 ISSUE 3

THE RISING STAR
To whom honour is due…
Other supporters who have made valuable
contributions worthy of recognition are:
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Standard Alliance Group for the continual
use of their offices and equipment and
sponsorship of SCAS
IndexPlus Marketing Solutions for the probono work with our business cards and letterheaded paper and their sponsorship of SCAS
Aviva Properties Ltd for their sponsorship of
SCAS
Bite United for their sponsorship of SCAS
I-Maconi Nigeria Ltd for their sponsorship of
SCAS
Mrs Orerhime Iwuagwu for her sponsorship
of SCAS
Mr Oyakhire Russel for his assistance with
planning SCAS and linking us with Mr Pedro
Uzoma-Iwuoha of Silverbird TV
Mr Femi Adebayo for his assistance with
organising our venue for SCAS event and PreEvent meetings at Guiding Light Assembly.
Mrs Seto Akin-Olugbade for her continued
support with planning SCAS and contribution
towards the event
Mr Femi Adelekan for his sponsorship of
SCAS and support of CCC Initiative in general
Ms Uzo Onumonu for her dedication and
donations to our work at Kuramo and CCC
Initiative in general
Mr Edikan Udofia for his dedication to our
work at Kuramo and CCC Initiative in general
Mr Adegoke Fadare for his support with SCAS
and CCC Initiative in general.
Ms Chioma Oparadike for her assistance and
donation to our work at Kuramo Beach.
Mr Daniel Azike for his assistance at our
Breakfast and Talk Meetings
Anonymous donor of $200 towards our work
at Kuramo

Uzo Onumonu collecting information from the
children

The children gather to have breakfast

WANT TO HELP?
EMAIL: CCCINITIATIVE@GMAIL.COM
OR CALL US ON 08058711125
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The Learning Curve
Over the three months we have been going to Kuramo Beach, we have met more than 100 boys,
some of whom we have interviewed one on one. Others have only shared their stories as we sat
and talked. However, the children often ask to speak privately with us after the meetings. The
request is usually the same: they want to be supported to return home, or to have money to
return home. We have been wary about supporting children home at this stage, as we are not
well equipped yet to provide all the necessary support, which includes follow up. However, using
discretion, we have taken a chance on a few of the boys. A 15 year old boy, who explained that
he had been kicked out of home for misplacing money, was supported to return home, with the
replacement money. However, three weeks later, he is spotted at Kuramo again. An agreement
was made to meet with another boy to support him to go home. However, after a long wait, he
doesn’t show up. The boy later explained that he had chosen to carry some load for a ‘madame’,
who might only pay him N100, at the time he knew we would be coming. There are a few more
examples that illustrate the learning curve one goes through when working with street children.
We cannot presume that they are lying; patience and wisdom is needed with all children.

So Far So Good…
With every month that passes, it is more evidently seen how blessed we are at Fair Life Africa
Foundation. Our ideas have led us to people and places beyond our experience, and we are
receiving favour through guidance, professional assistance, physical and financial donations.
Fair Life Africa Foundation is now a member of the Nigeria Network of NGOs and delighted to be
acknowledged at this early stage in our growth. Mr Lanre Fajinmi continues to lend his hand to
develop our website and we will soon have online payments enabled for those who wish to give.

Get In Touch!
VOL 1 ISSUE 1

We are new, eager and ready to grow. If you would like to be part of our team of hard-working,
AR
inspired and enthusiastic staff, please send your CVs and introductory letters in to
fairlifeafrica@gmail.com. We also need benefactors to donate towards our good cause, so
please share what you can and also spread the word. We welcome clothing and physical
donations too. Please contact us on 08058711125 to arrange a pick up or drop off. We are
committed to being an open and accountable organization for the people, and we look forward to
updating you on our progress over the upcoming months. Have a blessed month ahead!
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