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Editor’s Note
Well, it has been another month and another
landmark in the growth of Fair Life Africa
Foundation. We were honoured to be part of a
committee set up by the Eti-Osa Local
Government to rehabilitate Kuramo Beach, which
has led to a decision to discontinue Breakfast
and Talk at Kuramo. We also successfully held
the inaugural meeting of the Forum For Child
Practitioners Concerned with Street Children,
and discussions continue via Internet-based and
email-based interfaces. Our incorporation
process is complete, so we will be updating you
soon on where and how you can make financial
donations. Thanks for your continued support.

Rehabilitating Kuramo Beach
Following a series of articles on the happenings at
Kuramo Beach, one of which was written by Mr
Taiwo Akinlami in the Punch (after attending one
of our Breakfast and Talk meetings last month), the
Executive Chairman of Eti-Osa Local Government
(Lagos State), Hon. Abayomi Daramola, called a
th
meeting on the 5 of July. At this meeting, which
Fair Life Africa Foundation was invited to attend, he
inaugurated a Committee on the Rehabilitation of
Kuramo Beach. The committee sat for ten days,
and reported back its recommendations to the
th
Chairman on the 14 of July.
We are encouraged to know that our media
efforts, and those of others concerned for the
street child, have received the attention of the
Lagos State government. We are expectant that
these recommendations of the committee will be
carefully considered and acted upon, and hope to
see a transformation, not just of Kuramo Beach,
as a tourist resort, but also in the lives of the
children and vulnerable people who reside and
work there.
Fair Life Africa would like to thank Mr Taiwo
Akinlami, Miss Tosin Jegede (who also wrote a
piece on Kuramo street children after a visit to our
cabin in the Sunday Tribune), Vanguard
Newspaper, Radio Continental and other media
who have helped us spread awareness about
what is happening at Kuramo Beach.

The degradation of a seaside resort that was
Kuramo Beach Project.

The Forum
The Initial Members-Only Meeting (IMOM) of
the Forum For Child Practitioners Concerned
With Street Children (henceforth known as
st
the Forum) held on the 1 of July, as
planned, at the head office of Standard
Alliance Group, Lekki. It was well attended,
and confirmed the establishment of a
Community of Practice on the street child.
Members of the Forum are individuals or
organisations who work with street children,
or in a related field, and can show either
passion for the cause and/or evidence of
practice. Over forty organisations (including
government ministries) are currently
associated with the Forum. Individuals or
organisations interested in joining should
send an email to contact@fairlifeafrica.org
confirming interest and stating clearly
professional/organisational relevance and
contribution.
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Breakfast and Talk
Towards the end of June and throughout July,
we observed the dwindling of the number of
street children in residence at Kuramo. We
would normally see 40+ children at our weekly
meetings, but in July, we saw about 20 per visit.
This is due to the efforts of the Lagos State
Ministry of Youth, Sports and Social
Development (MYSSD), which has been going
regularly to take the children off the streets and
into their Correctional Facilities. We took
opportunity to visit two of their centres, one in
Oregun and another at Ikorodu.
Ms Ufuoma Emerhor engages the children in
discussion

The children sit around for a meal after
discussions

OUR OBJECTIVES
To enrich the lives of the most impoverished in society;
To support and empower the most vulnerable members
of society, enabling them to live a fair life; To effect
positive changes in their lives through social initiatives
and programs

Fair Life Africa discussed the possibility of
working alongside MYSSD in their rehabilitation
of the boys, as opposed to maintaining a
presence at Kuramo, which was considered to
be a source of encouragement for their
continual attempts to run from these and other
facilities set up to help them. The views of the
children were sought at Kuramo and at Oregun,
and they expressed that they were encouraged
by organisations such as ourselves to remain at
Kuramo (due to regular provisions), but also
said that they despised the discipline (beatings)
they experienced at homes where they are
taken. A combination of factors means that they
often return to Kuramo Beach.
In light of these developments, views and the
government led initiative to rehabilitate Kuramo
Beach, we made a decision to discontinue
Breakfast and Talk at Kuramo, and encourage
the children to take up the aid that is offered to
them, by working with MYSSD and other
agencies. A Farewell Meeting held today at the
cabin, where we shared the decision with the
boys and got their views. We encouraged them
to have a vision for ‘Life Tomorrow, not
Freedom Now’, which we hope will help them
see beyond their immediate desires. We have
information through our child data forms, and
have begun the selection process already for
those among them that we will work with first.
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To whom honour is due…
Other supporters who have made valuable
contributions worthy of recognition are:
•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•
•

•

•

Standard Alliance Group, our Corporate
Partners for their continual support
Barr Samuel Mariere for his financial
contribution towards our work.
Mr Pat Bassey for his financial
contribution towards our work
Mr Oyebisi Babatunde Oluseyi of
Nigeria Network of NGOs for his
professional assistance in capacity
building
Miss Mary O. Bashua-Alimi of Radio
Continental for creating awareness on
the work of Fair Life Africa Foundation
Mrs Agnes Umukoro for her professional
assistance with incorporating Fair Life
Africa Foundation
Mr Ayodele Zaccheaus Akintimehin of
Makoko Youth Movement for supporting
our work at Kuramo.
Mr Godwin George for being a diligent
volunteer for the organisation
Ms Blessing Ugo for her voluntary
assistance with various aspects of our
work, including secretarial duties as a
member of the Committee for the
Rehabilitation of Kuramo.
Mr Rume Kragha for his professional
assistance with recording at our Farewell
Meeting at Kuramo
Mr Aliu Oluwadamilare for his
assistance at our Farewell Meeting at
Kuramo

Members in discussion at the Initial MembersOnly Meeting arising from the SCAS

Some of the members of the Forum For Child
Practitioners Concerned with Street Children

WANT TO HELP?
EMAIL: CCCINITIATIVE@GMAIL.COM
OR CALL US ON 08058711125

To all our friends and supporters
who offer their time and counsel,
we say thank you!
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Other Developments
Fair Life Africa Foundation is now incorporated and registered with the Corporate Affairs
Commission (CAC). This development means that we can now open an official bank account
for the organisation, and receive regular donations. We will also make changes to our website to
reflect this, including enabling online donations from Nigeria and all over the world. We plan to
set up a text messaging service that will simplify the donation process too.
Renovation work is progressing, despite the rainy season. We are looking for donors to help us
fund the renovation work. We hope to complete and open the respite home before the fourth
quarter of the year. We are thankful to all those facilitating the process, especially Mr Osaro
Eguasa. The website (www.fairlifeafrica.org) remains under construction, though it is
accessible and regularly updated, thanks to Mr Lanre Fajinmi.

Call For Volunteers
We need volunteers who are committed, and can offer a day or two each week to assist the Chief
Executive Officer in administrative and other duties. If you have time, interest and relevant
experience, please get in touch. We are also calling on old and new volunteers to take part in a
door-to-door campaign for clothing donations in August. Please get in touch if you have time and
want to be a part of it. We will be collecting on Saturdays.
Those interested in employment with Fair Life Africa Foundation are advised to send in their CVs
and cover letters, and to regularly visit our website for updates in the careers/job opportunities
available. Interviews are on-going.

Are You Inspired...?
Have you caught the Care Continuity Challenge vision? Have you thought about what impact you
could be making in your community to eradicate the street child problem? Don’t be afraid to
make an effort where you are. Never underestimate your impact. We are pleased to see that our
small efforts are bearing big gains in challenging the government to act. We are hopeful that with
your help, we can make BIG efforts that will bring about GREAT gains, first with the street
children we are helping with this first initiative, and then with the Nigerian community at large. We
persuade you to be a part of that mission. Are you inspired?

Next issue out 26th August 2011
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