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Editor’s Note
With six months behind us, we begin a new
volume with high expectations. They say if you
reach beyond the sky you might just touch the
sky, so here’s hoping... We continue to make
progress; renovations are on the way, our network
for collaborative working is expanding, and media
opportunities knock at our door. In Kuramo,
where we work, our understanding of the diverse
issues facing the children continues to grow. Our
passion remains to build up the hope and esteem
of these young vessels of fortune. Join us!

Forum of Child Practitioners
The Forum For Child Practitioners Concerned
With Street Children is the result of the Street
Child Awareness Seminar, held in May. The
forum is growing as a LinkedIn group, and will
also meet from time to time, to discuss real-life
issues and challenges on the field. It is a
continuation of SCAS objectives to:
- identify and build synergy with similar
organisations working with street and abandoned
children
- share experiences, challenges, strategies and
ideas and agree best practices
- engage constructively, prioritize the issues and
adopt a more holistic response
st

A month-long membership drive began on the 1
of June, and will conclude next week, ahead of the
st
Initial Members-Only Meeting on Friday, 1 July,
to be held in Lagos. Special invitations have been
extended to notable and governmental institutions,
in recognition of their stake and capacity to effect
changes for the street child. Participants will
deliberate on the Framework and Action Plan
derived from the seminar, and draft a position
paper, which will be an advocacy document to
champion the cause of the street child.
Fair Life Africa Foundation is playing an
instrumental part in this initiative as an expression
of its Collaborate For Change Agenda. Our
corporate partner, Standard Alliance Group, is
sponsoring the Initial Members-Only Meeting.

Day of the African Child
th

The 16 of June is a day in which we
remember the awful attempt to silence the
bold voices of some empowered children in
South Africa in 1976. Their voices still cry out
to us today. They drive us to work together to
combat inequality. The International Day of
the African Child has been commemorated
since 1991, through the initiative of the now
African Union.
This year, Fair Life Africa was represented at
the First Parenting Summit in Nigeria
organised by Vanguard Media Limited, and
chaired by the First Lady of Lagos State,
Dame Abimbola Fashola. The summit held
th
on the 14 , and was followed by a UNICEF
led production at the Silverbird Galleria on
th
the 16 , termed ‘Voices from the Streets
2010’, which featured six documentaries
produced by Kuramo street kids. Many of
these boys, we have come to know, and the
stories narrated, though familiar, were ever so
heartbreaking!
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Giving Them A Hope...
Thanks to the Secretary of Kuramo Beach, we
now have access to a cabin for our Breakfast
and Talk Meetings. We have used the
opportunity to develop more structure, and have
developed a weekly programme that includes
‘Quiz Time’, ‘Word for Today’ and ‘Children’s
Choice Hour’. The first is an enjoyable and
educational time for the children; the second is
an inspirational and mentoring session; the third
is an opportunity for the children to plan and do
activities that promote their interests and
ambitions, based on what they share in the
Child Data Forms they fill out with our support.
Mrs Bitebo Gogo at Kuramo Beach last
Saturday, sharing a real life tale

Last Saturday, we were blessed with the
attendance of Barrister Taiwo Akinlami of
Gilgal Partners, and Mrs Bitebo Gogo of
Keeping It Real Foundation. While Mrs Gogo
shared an inspiring story about her brother, an
ex-street hawker, who very recently held
audience with US First Lady, Mrs Michelle
Obama, Barr Akinlami told a more personal tale
of how he overcame child abuse, and became a
child’s rights champion. It is our hope that as
the children learn about abuse and their rights,
they will be encouraged to disclose any
breaches, and enable us to help them better.

We Lost One...More
Barrister Taiwo Akinlami spoke to the children
about child abuse

OUR OBJECTIVES
To enrich the lives of the most impoverished in society;
To support and empower the most vulnerable members
of society, enabling them to live a fair life; To effect
positive changes in their lives through social initiatives
and programs

It happens every day all over the world. A street
child’s life is taken in tragedy, and it does not
make the papers. To say we lost one is to
ignore the many that have slipped away without
our notice. So we say we lost one more. On
th
Friday 10 of June 2011, Kehinde Adeleke lost
his life at Kuramo beach. The young boy, no
more than 15 years old, was carried away by
the waves when he went in after a ball while
playing with friends. He is missed and mourned
by the children and by the world that didn’t give
him a chance. May his soul rest in peace.
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To whom honour is due…
Other supporters who have made valuable
contributions worthy of recognition are:
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Standard Alliance Group for their
sponsorship of the Initial Members-Only
Meeting
Ms Ugonna April Obi for sponsoring our
Children’s Day programme and our work
at Kuramo.
Mr Oyebisi Babatunde Oluseyi for his
continued support and encouragement at
this early stage in our establishment.
Mr Moses Nosike of Vanguard
Newspaper for promoting the
organisation through the print media.
Mr Ayodele Zaccheaus Akintimehin of
Makoko Youth Movement for supporting
our work at Kuramo.
Mr Godwin George for being a diligent
volunteer for the organisation
Ms Blessing Ugo for her voluntary
assistance with various aspects of our
work.
Mr Soji Odusanya for his time
volunteering with us
Ms Tosin Jegede of Tosin Jegede
Foundation for coming out to support us
at Kuramo beach
Mrs Orerhime Iwuagwu for coming out to
support us at Kuramo beach
Ms Chioma Oparadike for coming out to
support us at Kuramo beach
Mr Oyakhire Russel for coming out to
support us at Kuramo beach
Pastor Michael of Green House
Christian Centre for his financial
contribution towards our work

To all our friends and supporters
who offer their time and counsel,
we say thank you!

Ex-Kuramo Kids, at The Silverbird Galleria on
the International Day of the African Child,
following a UNICEF Programme

Ms Ufuoma Emerhor with two of the boys, who
have now been taken in by Child to Child
Network

WANT TO HELP?
EMAIL: CCCINITIATIVE@GMAIL.COM
OR CALL US ON 08058711125
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We Are Better United
th

On the 28 of May, Project Alert! held a conference on Violence Against Women (VAW),
following the disgraceful reports that the Nigerian High Commissioner in Kenya (now Former)
physically assaulted his wife. The event highlighted the dangers of VAW, even in the economic
sphere, as it affects professional women. Fair Life Africa was represented and inspired to work in
unity against this terrible trend. As a member of the Nigeria Network of NGOs and the Child
Protection Network, we have been invited to many more conferences and seminars in July and
beyond, which promote collaborate working. We continue to value these opportunities to network
and grow in our understanding and capacity.

Making Progress...
The renovation work at the Lekki Bungalow, managed by Mr Osaro Eguasa, is bearing results,
and we are looking for sponsors to help fund the work so that we can provide refuge for the
children from the ills of the street. Our website (www.fairlifeafrica.org) has received a facelift
and construction on it continues by the hand of Mr Lanre Fajinmi. Our presence is firmly
established on Facebook, where we have 125 friends and counting... Thanks to a friend’s (Mr
Akinbami Bashiru Omotayo) good word, Ms Ufuoma Emerhor (CEO of Fair Life Africa
Foundation) was featured in last Saturday’s Vanguard paper, where she elaborated on the work
Fair Life Africa is doing in Lagos. This was consequently followed by a radio discussion with Mr
Tokunbo Ojekunle of 102.3 Radio Continental on Tuesday 21st, as the ‘Guest of the Week’ on
their Talk Nigeria programme. We thank God for the avenues opening to us to promote the
cause of the street child, and to sensitize the nation on the work we are doing and plan to do to
‘empower people for a fairer life’. We are glad to have your support; with it, we can go so much
further. Our first general financial accounting will be released at the end of June.

Get In Touch!
VOL 1 ISSUE 1

We are new, eager and ready to grow. If you would like to be part of our team of hard-working,
AR
inspired and enthusiastic staff, please send your CVs and introductory letters in to
fairlifeafrica@gmail.com. We also need benefactors to donate towards our good cause, so
please share what you can and also spread the word. We welcome clothing and physical
donations too. Please contact us on 08058711125 to arrange a pick up or drop off. We are
committed to being an open and accountable organization for the people, and we look forward to
updating you on our progress over the upcoming months. Have a blessed month ahead!

Next issue out 29th July 2011
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