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THE RISING STAR
Editor’s Note
Happy Children’s Day everyone! Greetings from
the FLA team and our kids at the CCC Respite
Home! It has been another eventful and fruitful
month. So many people came along to bless us
with their provisions, talents and their time, as we
received several visitors to the Home. The
children are generally settling in well, and showing
progress. However, three have moved on, while
we received a new addition. One of the children
received his reward for receiving the most ‘stars’
in our Good Behaviour Chart. And yesterday,
we had the most wonderful time celebrating May
Birthdays as well as Children’s Day with them,
with four friends who came bearing treats, to help
us celebrate! Do read on to learn just what’s been
happening…

Celebrating Children!
Children’s day is a day that is celebrated all
around the world – on different days. In Nigeria, it
is marked on the 27th of May, being today.
Regardless on which day it is marked, the point is
to have a day dedicated to honouring children,
treasuring them and remembering their rights, so
as to create a world that is child-friendly and more
suited to their needs. The fact that it is marked
across the calendar across the world emphasizes
the need to see every day as Children’s Day! We
ought to be child-friendly every day.
On the 26th of May, at the CCC Respite Home,
where we are presently accommodating six boys
(between 11yrs and 16yrs), we celebrated both
Children’s Day and May Birthdays. Friends and
family were all invited to celebrate with us, and we
were delighted to receive Mrs Funmi Momodu,
Mrs Orerhime Iwuagwu, Miss Keni Abureme
and Miss Mosun Aderinokun. Mosun and Keni
are the M and K in MnK Ambrosia Bakery, and
they came along with a lovely cake they baked –
and promised to bring one every month! Yippee!!
Orerhime (sister to Ms Ufuoma Emerhor) also
brought a fruity chocolate cake, and Funmi
provided rice, chicken and pastry treats from
Chicken Republic for the kids! ‘Frank’ and ‘Body
Monk’ (using their preferred nicknames), who both
turned 16 years old, were our May celebrants,
along with Funmi and Elizabeth (a staff of FLA).
The party started promptly at 1pm, and the
dancing didn’t stop until 5pm. It was truly a fun
and memorable occasion. Join us next month!!

Two boys model their MTN Foundation donated
rain coats, shared on Children’s Day

Beyond The Home…
Over the last couple of months, our focus has been very
much in house, as we sought to get the Home ready.
And this month, we were almost entirely focused on the
Home too, as there have been so many issues to attend
to, develop and stabilise. However, we caught up with
some of our other interests prior to opening the Home.
Fair Life Africa Foundation partnered with Child to
Child Network on a case to protect single mother,
Folake* (* implies fictional name), and her baby.
Unfortunately, Folake recently lost her mother to AIDS,
and efforts to get her stable in accommodation has been
hindered, even though FLA made provision for this.
Child to Child Network continues to monitor the situation.
Martha, is another single mother we wrote about, whose
oldest child ran from home, then was located in Delta
State, where he was staying with his aunty. Martha is
now looking to relocate to Delta State, so that she can
be closer to both her children, and receive support from
relatives for her physical ailments. We’ll be meeting with
her and her landlord next month to help with the
transition from her current accommodation, which FLA
supported her to obtain. There is a new development
with Tom* and his family, who have been given notice to
move from their current home. The family is struggling
to find somewhere else close to Mrs Smith’s* business,
which has also been slow of late. We continue to seek
your support to help.
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Mrs Chinyere Udoekwere teaches the children Maths on
Wednesday Mornings…

The Young and the Restless…
Some of you may have noticed that we have just six
children at the Home presently, whereas there were
eight last month. Well, we received a new arrival at the
start of the month, but had to take two of the boys with
us back home to their parents for different reasons. The
remaining boy is ‘the young and the restless’, who was
very unwilling to be disciplined, and opportunistically
took his exit from the Home during a Church service
attended by the children and the Matron on the 6th. His
presence in the Home was quite destabilizing, as he
frequently made mention of returning to Oshodi to
continue his life as a Bus Conductor, and showed no
conviction to change, despite efforts to discipline,
counsel and advice him.

Winner, Frank,
goes to Blue
Island, Lekki
for a swim with
his friend.

One of the boys was taken home to his mother, in Ogun
State, whose heart broke when she learnt of how he
insisted on leaving the Home, using dreams he had had
as reasons not to stay. The third boy was taken home
following a re-assessment of his case. He presented
with significant challenging behaviour that proved too
risky for the Home to accommodate, considering the
safety of the other children and the staff. This has been
hard for us, because we wish all would see the benefits
we have to offer them, but none can be made to stay
unwillingly. The rehabilitation works only when done in
partnership with the children. Fortunately, we have seen
the resolve of the remaining six boys to see the program
through and to look positively towards their future.

Frank’s Trip Out

A day to remember for the kids!
OUR OBJECTIVES
To enrich the lives of the most impoverished in society;
To support and empower the most vulnerable members
of society, enabling them to live a fair life; To effect
positive changes in their lives through social initiatives
and programs

In order to mould positive personalities and encourage
good behaviour, we started a ‘Good Behaviour Chart’.
The boys earn silver or gold stars for good and
outstanding behaviour, respectively. The first to gain 18
stars wins the competition, and it all starts again from 0.
Frank won the competition, with 3 gold stars and 15
silver, with ‘Goodluck’ in close second. For his reward,
Frank wanted a trip to somewhere he could take a swim,
the way his father used to take him, and where he could
get some spicy chicken! He got just that, and was taken
to Blue Island on the 19th, with Goodluck, his chosen
companion. They swam in the warm outdoor pool, after
having chicken and chips at Chicken Republic in the
same complex.

www.fairlifeafrica.org
www.facebook.com/fairlifeafrica
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To whom honour is due…

Corporate Partner and Sponsors

Supporters this month, whose contribution Fair Life Africa
wishes to recognize, are:
Financial Contributions
• Synetics Technologies Ltd
• Strength Security Ltd
• Arielle Ajibade
Friends With Initiative
• Orerhime Iwuagwu
• Ademilola Aro• Funmi Momodu
Lambo
• Mr and Mrs Tunde Aliu
•
Pastor
Dele
• Akpevwe Ogboru
Balogun
• Chioma Oparadike
• Shawn Rapha
• Blessing Ogu
• Henry Nwoko
• Daniel Azike
• Mary Aderibigbe
Physical Donations
Professional Support
• Juwon Oluwole
• Olanrewaju Fajimi
• Orhue Guobadia
• David Egbe
• Uzo Onumonu
• Taiwo Akinlami
• Orerhime
• Tolulope Sangosanya
Iwuagwu
• Olu Matiukuro
• Funmi Momodu
• Christianah Fate
• Keni Abureme
Foundation
• Mosun
• Bethesda Nursery and
Aderinokun
Primary School (of
• MnK Ambrosia
Freedom Foundation)
Bakery
• Juvenile Welfare Centre,
• Femi Adelekan
Alakara
• Ganiyu Shittu
• Novacom
• Mrs Ogini
• Torsh Design Solutions
Teachers and Mentors
• Chinyere Udoekwere
• Toyin Odugbemi
• Desmond Awere
• Mr Emeka Nwoko
• Alexandra Nwokedi
• Oladele Dada
• Mr Ganiyu Shittu
• Mr Jude Nwoko

COLLABORATE WITH US!
Sponsor a Child with
Fair Life Africa
Foundation
fairlifeafrica@gmail.com

The home of one of the boys, in Abeokuta, Ogun
State

WANT TO HELP?
EMAIL: CCCINITIATIVE@GMAIL.COM
OR CALL US ON 08058711125

Volunteers
• Udeme Akpan
• Funmi Owolabi

PLEASE DONATE ONLINE
http://www.globalgiving.co.uk/pr/9200/proj9103a.html
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Imparting Hope Through Mentorship
In March, we told you about a Celebrity Chat we held at the Correctional Centre for Boys, Oregun. Well, this
month, the Celebrity Chat held at the CCC Respite Home, and was a remarkable experience. Two known role
models took the time to come and speak with our boys, telling them stories from their own lives, to encourage
the boys to pursue greatness and not to settle for less. They were Mr Oladele Dada (Inspirational Speaker and
Youth Activist) and Miss Alexandra Nwokedi (Face of Sleek Nigeria 2011). We were truly grateful. What is
more…Sandra (as she likes to be called) wants to be a regular volunteer at the Home! And Mr Dada is already
championing our cause on Facebook. Other visitors came to the Home to talk to the children about their life
experiences and also about important spiritual things. Mr Ganiyu Shittu told about the 15 years he spent on
the streets, from childhood to adulthood, until he was picked up by the God Bless Nigeria Church. Mr Jude
Nwoko, also came and told the boys about God, and how he almost became a street kid himself.

The Matron’s Report
All the boys in the Home are all at different stages in the programme, as they have arrived at different times.
The two boys, who have both been with us for eight weeks know where they would like to go. ‘Ted’ wants to
return to stay with his father, but there are accommodation issues to resolve. ‘Body Monk’ wants to go back
home, but he is concerned about his neighbourhood friends being a bad influence. His dad would like him to go
to boarding school, because of his bad friends. They are all learning obedience and discipline, and also
learning to be grateful, as often, they (as most children do) get moody when they don’t get their way. They
appreciate the different teachers who come in regularly to take them on various classes. One of their favourites
is Mr Emeka Nwoko, who comes in on Tuesdays and Thursdays to teach them Civic Education. When they
are not involved in classes, on home visits or receiving counselling, the boys like to play different games or with
the toys in the Recreation Room, or play on the Computer (in the Reading Room), read a book, do some
drawings and colouring, watch TV or go out and play football. However, they are not often well behaved, but
after seeing the pictures from Frank’s trip, they have all proclaimed their decision to turn a new leaf!

Join Us Today!
We appreciate all your support so far, and can’t do this work without your help. Your donations (cash, kind or
skills) are much needed. Please tell your friends and get in touch today! We remain committed to being an
open and accountable organization, and wish you an inspired month ahead!
Please Donate to
Fair Life Africa Foundation
Guaranty Trust Bank
214/795111/110 – Naira
214/795111/210 – US $
214/795111/310 – UK £

Next issue out 29th June 2012
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